
December 15 
Lesson 3 (KJV) 

A Father's 

Devotional Reading: Luke l:S-l7 Background Scripture: Luke l:5_23, 57_80 

Luke 1:67-80 
d bis father Zacharias was filled with 

67 }Jl Ghost, and prophesied, saying, 
the Jlo' ed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 

68 B .es:. and redeemed his people. 
b th fis1te d h f al a And hath raise up an orn o s vation 69 . the house of his servant David, 
for us~ he spake by the mouth of his holy 7oh ts which have been since the world prop es, 

bfi' 'Ihat w~ should be saved from our ene­
. and from the hand of all that hate us, 

JJ).1CS, h • d 
72 To perform t e mercy promise to our 

fathers, and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 'Jhe oath which he sware to our father 

Abraham, · 
74 'Ihat he would grant unto us, that we 

being delivered out of the hand of our enemies 
might serve him without fear, 

e Text 

75 In holiness and righteousness before 
him, all the days of our life. 

76 And thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Highest. For thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, 

77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people by the remission of their sins, 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the dayspring from on high hath vis­
ited us, 

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his 
shewing unto Israel. 

·JMibj1UJtf of the Highest. For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to pre­
nto his people by the remission of their sins. -Luke 1:76-77 
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A King 
Forever and Ever . . 

- Heir of David 
Unit 1: Jesus, the . 

Lessons 1-5 

Lesson Aims . 
After participating in this lesson, eac~ learner 

will be able to: . , 
1 Summarize Zachanas s prophecy. b 
• h Id have een 2. Explain ways the prop ecy cou 

misunderstood in the .first century AD. . h 
3. Identify any "wilderness" of preparat1on t e 

learner is in and opportunities for growth. 

Lesson Outline 
Introduction 

A. Present-Day Heralds 
B. Lesson Context 

I. Prologue (Luke 1:67) 
II. Celebrating God (Luke 1=68-7?) 

A. For Promises Kept (vv. 6B-70) 
B. For Results Certain (vv. 71-75) 

III. AppointingJohn (Luke l:76-78a) 
A. His Calling (v. 76) 
B_- His Task (vv. 77-78a) 

IY. Predicting Result (Luke l:78b-79) 
Deadline: Year 2020? • 

V. Epilogue (Luke 1:80) 
Your Preparation Context(s) 

Conclusion 
A. Still Pointing to Jesus 
B. Prayer 
C. Thought to Remember 

I. Introduction 
A. Present-Day Ii 

cra(d 
Over a decade ago, the Illa s 

k h scot 
where I wor c anged frorn a . at th 

I saint e c I 
At the time, some peop e express d to ah O I~~ 
questioned the change. One re e hesitar er,1~ 

h h 1 ason t to~ , 
itation was t at t e ro e of a herald _or the '~~ 
unknown. ts rela .h~i 

Some countries, such as the lJ . tiv~1, 
• h Id nited tr. 

still have acuve era s as ernplo ~tnl)~ 
h • . Yees of (:)'{()hi 

ereign, but sue pos1t1ons are not 6 
the '\ 

maJ· ority of countries. Perhaps we h 0Und i~ ~-
• • • h ave Io t~ 

thing in not ma1nta1n1ng t e role of h st Soll) 

a erald. e. 
B. Lesson Context 

The Gospel of Luke was written ab 
h • • d out A" 

by Luke the p ys1c1an an traveling corn· 4J Go 

of the apostle Paul (Colossians 4:14). It Pallion 
ably written during the period of a coup7as Proh_ 

I • • d e of" 
1• n which Pau was 1mpnsone at Caes ,ea.rs 

area (ftt 
23-24). Luke was not an eyewitness to the Cts 

of Jesus' life. Even so, Luke was meticulo ~ents 

research (Luke 1:1-3). The result is the N;~nh~ 
ment's marvelous third Gospel, written so tha esta. 
reader may be convinced of the certainty ; the 
book's contents. One of the individuals who\! 
could have interviewed was Mary, the moth 

h h d erof 
Jesus, who would ave a personal knowledge of 
much of the events of both the birth of John and 
of course, Jesus. , 

Luke's Gospel begins by introducing a priest 

named Zacharias and his wife, Elisabeth. 1he 
couple was considered "righteous before God" 
and "blameless" regarding obedience to God's 
commandments (Luke 1:6). At the time of the 
introduction in the Gospel, the couple was with­
out children due to their age and Elisabeth's bar­
renness (I :7). 

The fact that Zacharias served as a priest in 
the division of Ahia (Luke 1:5) is more signifi­
cant than it might seem at first. According to the 
first-century Jewish historian Josephus, the priest­
hood of that time was organized into 24 divisions. 
That matches the organization noted in 1 Chron­
icles 24:1-19. Every division served in the temple 
for roughly two nonconsecutive weeks each year. 
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k ould complete the ncccs-
. sts w l d. • eJ pr•' le, inc u mg accepting and 

pif~ r ,h' tertl!rning incense, and leading 
'~k' (o •6ces, b 

6
.4g ... 49; compare 23:28-32). 

, JI'" ,to' ·Jes • I , , • 
~ ·~S,.. ci,roo1 f zac 1araas s service, an r
1

(1 ,h' tirtl:;d Gabriel visited him and 
~ i~g 1,ord n h would have a son (Luke 

1
0 Jth~illl that eponded with doubt, ques• 

" . res , 
I f,lcdpdt~r•~s of the angels prophecy (1:18), 
~

11
,19)· 1. ~1td•~Y d chat because of Zachari--

r11 ,,.e Jaime k • 
~il18 1 pro' Id be unable to spea unttl the 
~ ,rif be Wo~ che birth of the son were ful-
l''- JnlJV(, rd1flg 
p's ov 'eS rcga , 
4~

1
9 .. 20). tin today's lesson includes a 

r~:.t (l• re cei d' Th ~II"' 5criptll 
11 

as the Bene ictus. e source 
1hjp~i~ k;~first word of Luke 1:68 in the 

g,IIS. cicle 15 c f che Bible known as ~he Vul-
,cb,s 1 ·on o oi . ,raos atl co che fourth century AD. Per-

••tl" ·ch daces z h • , S 
V" ¢tl known to you as ac arias s ong. 
tt1tc' . • beccer 
~1tlS . . , 

1. prologue 
(Luke 1:67) 

h
. father Zacharias was filled with 

l!1 ".-d is h • d • 
0,.~ Gh t and prop es1e , saying. 

i1,ell~ bd; ~f Zacharias when he received the 
'Jhe dis (see Lesson Context) was replaced 
-1' message !115~5 . filled with the Holy Ghost. Luke, the 

ith being s to have a special interest in this per-

~t:;inity, who is mentioned in this Gos­
~ about the same number of times as the other 
pel G pels combined. In the book of Acts, 
three os h • 
1 .. 1,o' bsequent work, the Holy G ost lS men-
~s su fG d' . ed more than 40 times. ·Tue presence o o s 
non • • c G d' s irlt has been a necessary prerequ1s1te ror o s 
P h h h • • • people to serve Him t roug prop euc m1n1stry 

(examples: Numbers 11:25-27; .Acts 2:17-18). 

II. Celebrating God 
(Luke 1:68-75) 

A.For Promises Kept (vv. 68-70) 
68. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 
~ fJllrecleemed his people. 

poetic expression of bless­
Employing parallel expres­
poetty, his song echoes key 

themes f 0 prophetic • ~ 
tures. A5 (~oJ h d ptom,sc rrom f sr..iers Scrip--
ise that Za~h . a ful6lkd Hit surprising prom­
would ful611 ;~•.at would k((lme a f~rher, so God 

Song., and "1 g,earesr promise, for all. 
a proclarnari Jisa ts~( thanlc.1giving often include 
l'salrns 72: 18~~~,f raise to ~ht lmd God (com pm 
the Maun,ifi, 

1
• I). Marys 50ng of pr.aisc, ullrd 

Lord (luk/t4:_~7)~gins with her glorifying the 

Zacharias • d h I 
Lord's . praise t c Lord because of the 

acuons for H. I Th 
describes h h •s peop e. c Old Temment 
people £ ~ r_ e Lord had come and visiud His 
l:

6
) 

0 
~r es5mg (examples: Genesis 21:1; Ruth 

20:5; ;2:;;tse of their sin (examples: Exodus 

lhe reason ~ H • • • . or 1s coming at this particular 
time was so th h' , at ts ptop,t might be rtdtmztd. 
; conclusion also reached by the crowd in Lu~ 

_:IG. ~s we attempt to grasp this concept, we: can 

simplify by realizing that when we are introduced 
to Je • h . sus 10 t e pages of the New Testament, cwo 
issues are of utmost importance: who Jesus is in His 

essence and what Jesus did in terms of His mission. 

The shorthand way of saying this is that we are 
learning about the person and work of Christ. 

The four Gospels focus heavily on the first 

~art of that inquiry, on establishing and describ­
ing the person of Christ. The four Gospels, how­

ever, spend almost no time explaining the work 

of Christ. We hasten to add that by "work," we 

don't mean Jesus' miracles of healing, exorcism, 

t B " k" £ • h 1 e c. y wor , we are rerernng to t e eterna 

.results of His death, burial, and resurrection. 
Thus, we have to wait until Paul's epistles before 

we. can fully grasp the "how" of the phrase 

redeemed his people. 
69. And hath raised up an horn of salvation 

for us in the house of his servant David. 
The song's prophetic nature is on display as 

it announces the means by which the redemp­
tion arrives. In the Old .Testament, animal 
horns were symbols of power (examples: Deu­
teronomy 33:17; Psalm 18:2; Zechariah 1:18-2)). 
Through the power of the Lord Go~, the prom­
ised redemption-a horn of salvation-would 
come, vanquishing enemies and ruling as Mes-

siah (see Psalm 132:17). 
December 15 
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- M • h would . J I t the ess1a 
Zacharias rccogntzc t. 13 

a c· tht l,0111t of· • • 
come from one specific line g 1· ·as lived, the 

. b (i Zac ,an Id David. Cent u ncs c ore I he Lord wou 
Prophet Nathan had stated td,alt t gh the house . d , an t uou 
establish His kmg om 1" 6- pare Isaiah 9:6-
of David (2 Samuel 7: 12-1 ' com peace and • l t 0usness, ' 7). lhis would bring ng 1 c . I 23-5-6; 33:15-

(1 • I ll·l 9· Jcrcm1a 1 • salvation sata 1 • .. ' h b' th of John, a 
16). About six months a~;a:i~ ;:s indeed born 
descendant of the house O J us (Luke 
to fulfill the promises; His name was es 

1 :27-32; 3:23). h th of his holy 
70. As he spake by t e mo~ orld 

prophets, which have been since the w 

began. • . • t God's plan 
This verse reminds readers tha r h 

. h • h d been set rort was not a new thing; rat er, it a 
• t (exam-through his holy prophets of centuries pas 

pie: Jeremiah 23:5; compare Acts 3:2l; Rom::~ 
1:2· Hebrews 1:1; 1 Peter 1:10-12). lhe person d' 
wo~k of Jesus the Messiah validated the pre ic~ · 
tions of the prophets (Luke 24:25-27), The. mes-

• c 1 • t 1n the sage of the prophets comes to a roca potn 
message of Zacharias's son, henceforth known as 

• d "B h ld John the Baptist, who later proclaime ' e. 0 

the Lamb of God, which taketh away· the sin of 
the world" when seeing Jesus Oohn 1:29). 

What Do You Think? 
What has been _your experience of • • • 
reading or studying the Old Testament 
prophets? 

Digging Deeper _ 

- -

What preparation could make your· • •. • ~ 

study more beneficial to your spiritual 
development? • 

B. For Results Certain (vv. 71-75) 
71. That we should be saved from our ene­

mies, and from the hand of all that hate us. 
The theme of salvation by God's Messiah is 

repeated often in the Gospels. Indeed, that mes­
sage of salvation is their primary message! But 
as events would unfold, God's idea of who their 
main enemies were didn't match who the Jewish 
leaders and people thought were their enemies. 

---
1bis misidentification distracted J 

h • f esll , ties right up to t e ume o Jesus, as s ~ .. 

1 :G). "1he Son of God was lllanifi te118i0 
~, 

ight destroy the works of the d . ested ~ ~~ 
mt the works of the Roman Ernev_t1• (J J~¾i~ 
no Pire. 111 !~ 

~ What Do You Think? 
What sets biblical teaching ab 
mies apart from worldly Wiscto0ut ene, 
topic? rn °nth 

. @ Digging Deeper 
How do your speech and act· 

, IOris t 
enemies mark you as a follow o 
Christ? er Of 

72. To perform the mercy protnistd 
fatherS', and to remember his holy tor.. 

, . vt, CO"cn ·111 
Gods promise to pe,form ... mercy is \\r' attt_ 

in passages such as Micah 7:20: "1hou :n~ 
form the tr-uth to Jacob, and the tner dt Per. 
ham, which thou hast sworn unto cy to Ahr._ 

f Id ,, C 'd . our fath from the days o o • ons1 enng the a . er, 
• h . f nc1ent of the literary tee n1que o parallelism, this . llSe 

same as remembering his holy covenant , lS die 
• ,cornl}i .. 

. Psalms' 105:8-9; 106:45; Ezekiel 16:60). ]h r'llt 

verse offers an additional layer to this par~ 
73. The oath which he sware to our fath 

Abraham. er 
This oath is described in Genesis 22:16-18· .. 
• • "h h I " ,ttu the same as is o y covenant of Luke l ·72 • 

• , JUSt 
considered. Consider these two time frames: aswe 

are now looking 2,000 years into the past to con­
sider what Zacharias has written, Zacharias him­
self was looking 2,000 years into his own past to 

consider the covenant with our father Abraham! 
The ce~turies have proven God to be trustwonhy 
• and faithful; He keeps His promises to His peo­
ple (Joshua 21:45; Psalm 145:13). 

The passage of centuries had not dimmed Zach­
arias' s expectations, and neither should they dim 
ours. As Zacharias could praise the Lord God, so 

should w~ (compare other praise in Luke 1:46-)); 
2;28-32, 36-38). 

74. That he would grant unto us, that ~e 
being delivered out of the band of our enenues 
might serve him without fear. d to the 

The oath granted to Abraham extende 
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~J 
·as's day (unto us). Nine months ,., ,hart L k 

0f t,,3 \ to speak ( u e t :20, 64) had ~ abe fl hf ~r " 011 
. tinlC to re ect on t C act that r, ii,~ I arias I Id . f b' ! 1,)' 1 caks, peoples 1ou Its ten rather 0 \ ,,-cv 1 "rd sp I , ti"' t,c Ir' t,e rnout 1• , o t i! at t . I . ".~, roll 011 Zacharias was intense y 1ntcrcstc<l hJ" priest, rve the Lord (cmnpare Hebrews 1 

AS.a tr able t~ 
5\y the underlying Greek wor<l '4rtllt, sung ' l d " l . ,, iO ir 1orcre ,, is also trans ate wors up in 9:14\ 1c:J •se~ 'fo serve God is to worship Him; 

1rJos ;42; 24: 1 d. is to serve Him. By the Messiah's ~ccS rshiP Go d' eople will be able to do so with-'''° Go s P ff h d c cO . raoce, he specter o urt er ereat or per-Jcl1'"ar, ,vich0
~: t over their heads. The way it will ol'1 ~ion ba0S1 u \· Jesus' death and resurrection­se01 0..-thro g f its happening-freedom from hil'{o0e result 

O 
ans 8:15; Philippians 1:14)-will all t.1y fear (Rom As Zacharias speaks, the lsrael-e3rtrv ryone. oish eve f their enemies: the Roman over-~ li\lC in feJ 

O 
ish leadership Qohn 9:22; 12:42; ttcS-1s and the ew rear that God will eliminate, \oru 1h rearer 11 

6·2), e g c r of death (Hebrews 2:15). 1 • • the rea ho~r, 15 holiness and righteousness before 75. In d ys of our life. 
}lilll, all the ad riest, Zacharias knew what it }.s a devot: ti Lord. All his life, he had been ,,,eant to serv c God walking in all the com-w 5 be1ore ' "righteou d rdinances of the Lord blame-d ents an ° c h 01an rn ,6) God desires the same ror ot ers. ,, (Luke 1. • f • • h 

whhcn Christ cqahlishcd the church, whose mcm-ers a re *} I • h .1 . a '0 Y pricst <><t{J, to offer up sniriru.il sacrifices t I ... r· (1 I , accept an e to ( ,od hy Jesus Christ"' •ctcr 2·S) ·n I • l • • ,e u umate f ulfillmcnc will come w lCn we ~crve Ch • • f II h I (p ,1 . • rt~t in u o incss in He.1ven ,eve at1on 22:3). 

What Do You Think? 
How accurate would It be to say that 
you serve God without fear and In holi­. ness and righteousness? Digging Deeper 
To the extent that this statement is not completely true, what step(s) can you 
take to improve this week? 

Ill. Appointing John 
(Luke l:76-78a) 

A. His Calling (v. 76) 

-

76. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Hi.ghest. For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways. Zacharias switches focus to his (only) child, John, and John's pending role in God's plan of salvation. That role will be to prepare heans and minds for the coming of a greater one. John was 

less be set apart rom sin; rigi teous-l. . means to d h . h Ho mess . h he people always o t e ng t ns t at t l . ness mea f God. The only other p ace 1n • the eyes o l d thing 10 ent where the words trans ate th New Testam ,, h e ,, d " • hteousness occur toget er "hr ess an ng 0 m . 4.24. "[Ye were taught] that ye put • Ephesians • • • d d • 
15 which after Go is create 1n 

to be like a herald, coming in advance of the king and announcing the king's arrival so that people might prepare. John was to be "the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his path~ straight" (Luke 3:4, quot­ing Isaiah 40:3; compare Malachi 3:1). Some 30 years later, John's ministry fulfilled the words of his father (Matthew 3:11-1_2; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-18; John 1:19-34). the new man, ,, T' on d true holiness (compare itus righteousness an . 
2:ll-14), • • 11 f lfill d Zacharias's expectation was parna y u e 

How to Say It 
Abia • 

Gabriel 
Josephus 
Messiah 

Zact:\arias 

.Uh-bye-yuh. 
Goy-bree-ul. 
Jo-see-fus. 
Meh-sigh-uh. 
Zack-uh-rye-us. 

Implied in this ministry is the \<.ind of prophetic work Israel knew from earlier times when prophets like Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah took up their own prophetic ministries. This child would become the prophet of the Highest (compare Mark 11 :32) as the forerunner of the comi~g Lord. He would be like the prophet Elijah (~ha~), prepar-. the people for the promised salvation (M~t-1ng · • 1th thew 11:14). Such a description is cons1~tent w , the announcement of the angel regarding Johns 
b

. h . that John will '~ go before [ the Lord] ut , saying 
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f Elias" (Luke 1:17) as he 
in the spirit and powcfrlo I back to che Lord 
curn5 "the children o srac • •• 

their God" (1:16). 

Whit Do You Think? 
To what degree Is our calllng,{exa~ple: 
Matthew 28:16-20) like John s calling? 

Digging Deeper . . 
What challenges do we face in f ulf ,11-
lng our calling? What encouragement 
can we take from John's example of 

ministry? 

B. His Task (vv. 77-78a) • 

77. To give knowledge of salvation unto his 

people by the remission of their sins. . . . 
The underlying Greek word for remission 1s 

translated elsewhere as "forgiveness" {examples: 
Mark 3:29; Acts 5:31; 13:38), and that is the sense 
here. John's ministry included calling for repen-. 
tance (Matthew 3:2) and "p.reac~ing the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sinl {1,uke 3:3). 

The salvation mentioned here would prove to 
be more than just political salvation from oppres.­
sion; people would be offered a spiritual, eter~al 
salvation. The hope and mercy that God's peo­
ple desired would come from God's redemption 
and salvation in Christ (Acts 4:8-12; Romans 8; 
Hebrews 9:28; etc.). 

78a~ Through the tender mercy of our God. 

....... -~~~r" ----......--.-+~~--
.. 

. ~' • .. - . .- • . 

Luke 1:79 •. . . ' 

' . . ,_...... -~~.:.~ .. -:~•,.- :·-::"""---· ·----~.:· ~-~~. . . • • .. ·, • . . • 

I • • • • 1 
I .4 .. • • • 

, ~ p, • . "· • • .' ' 

~ ~"-•s• •••--- -=-·•-· ·-• .._.._.,.:-:::..._,,.._n_b ~-...,.. • ••-~ J 

. Visual for Lesson 3. As the class discusses verse 7;· 
ask le?rners to _toke one minute to consider wh th , 
there is any darkness they· hove not e er renounced. 

f 

The designation of the L 
h 200 . Ord ~ 

more t an times in the . as 0~~ 
abstract concept; He is i 81ble. C Go~ 
fictitious gods of paganis ntense}y p 0d ~ \ 
. d b h . rn can erSo \' 
ize y t eir tender merc11 not b n~l , 

, fi kl Th d ✓-tho eel ~, 
as c e. e wor transla d ,, se god 'l~t .'\ 
ing. In a literal, physical te tender" ,8 ~r,'\ 

1 
. sense • is • ~~ 

bowe s or intestines (Acts 1.1 , tt tefi 1n~, 
. 1 • 8) I ers \ 

emottona sense, this area of a • n a fi&ll to~ 
ered to be the center or ori . Perso11 w tat~t 1 

h d' 1 gin of as ~ 
t e wor s trans ation as "aft . cornPas ~} 
h. 715 . ect1on,, sio-·, 

t tans ; ; an intense forrn f in 2 n~ 
in James 5:11). 

0 
the word~~ 

IV. Predicting R 
esuit 

(Luke l:78b-?9) 
78b-79. Whereby the da . 

¾~ 

h. h h h . . d yspr1n r 
1g at v1s1te us, to give 1• gh g 1r01ll 

sit in darkness and in the sh~ t to~~ 
guide our feet into the ·way of 

0
"' of d""~• .. 

B d 
Peace ~~ 

y contrast, to ay we speak of 
O 

·, 

that center or origin. So we ne s hearr 
. , , can say h ~ 

arias s Song reminds us that G d' t at¼: 
for sending the Messiah is th 

O 
s lllotiYatin.. 

h 
e mercy f ~ 

own eart. That mercy brings s .. L '. 
0 God1

1 
d . f 0meuung 1:1. 

awning o a new day, to which the da ~tit 
on high refers. rysprzn~ 

Darkness is a common image n h 
h h 

or t e State.t 

t ose w o oppose God (examples: Psalm I " 
11; Jeremiah 23:12; John 3-19· I C . tlu O?:I~ 
E h 

. • , orm ans4:~ 
p es1ans 6:12). In this state death. . ' 

(R ' JS lllevitaot 
. omans 5:12; 6:23). But God promises to 'ot 

light to those in this state (Isaiah 9:2; MaJew 
4:16; Acts 26:18). It is Jesus who brings llghtinro 
darkness {John 8:12). A sad and continuingpan 

?f the p~oblem, however, is that although "lignt 

ts come into the world, ... men loved darknesi 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil' 

Gohn 3:19). 

Deadline: Year 2020? 
Back in the year 2010, a former Ministerd 

Defence in Canada revealed his skeptical vieW ~ 
humanity's future in his book Light at the Ena ef 

the Tunnel. He asserted that the year 2020 was tit 
deadline for ending dependence on fossil fuels kt 
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/ . forrns of energy already existed, he 
- , ,rottC d ,, 

11, v "sha ow government controlled 
erS1 b1.1t a h • , • · 

ef1 'ff1J, Qne of C e wnter S 1mperat1vcs Was 

d'\ 5ecrft• le must find ways to work together 

,~e: ,II peo~on good. 
,~, J,e cofll 'ting (October 2023), the dire pre-
t.r D• his wrt 1 , d " . 
rv AS 0( t ot come to pass, c a1me right 

•011s have n c been verified, and working 
reel e no . 
0
1 s" ha" h common good 1s as much of a 

~ow for c e 
cher • t ever was. 

~ge Jrea~ as 
1 

ia ago, Zacharias announced by 
.,1f IT11I1enn d' • ·1 " / / 
r 1 wa w . • a very 1ss1m1 ar was now will 
-'· f-{olY Sptrhtt c of the writer above, the elements 
CJ•' 1·ke c a 
i,e." UJt 1 hecy of Zacharias lined up perfectly, 
f che proP s of history have proven. Those 

o oOO year . • h , 1 
S 2, by their own 1ns1g t aren t a ways 
a hesy 
tho pr0Pd be correct;.those who prophesy by 

ceeto 1 'h 
guara.11 erment are a ways ng t, to the far-
God's ~mpo': of the future. How will you pre-

discanc h" 
chest If to demonstrate t ts to a skeptic? 

Y0urse 
pare -R. L. N. 

· v. Epilogue 
(Luke 1:80) 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
~~· d was in the deserts till the day of his 

spi1'1t, an 1 
hewing unto Israe • 

5 
rrt.: rse cakes us out of Zacharias's Song and 
uusve k , 

l·zes John's formative years. Lu es Gos­
summar 
pel rovides parallel statements about Jesus (Luke 

2:4~, S2). Becoming strong i~ s!irit may refer 

• either to John's determined wilhng_ness to con­
form to God's will, or it may descnbe the pres­

ence of the Holy Spirit in his life. 

Your Preparation Context(s) 
The contrast between what we might call the 

"preparation contexts" of Joseph and Moses is fas-

cinating: Joseph was prepared in a desert to serve 

inapalace(Genesis 37:1-22; 41:39-40); Moses was 

prepared in a palace to serve in a desert (Exodus 
2:10; 3:1). Other preparation contexts are equally 

• 
,,~,.p

1
..Jl'Lilr

1
~' ••~ome Paul, for example, was 

--... Judaism (Acts 22:3; 
as persecutor became 

n context changed 

a_bruptly from that of the city to the desert (Gala­
tta; l:l?-18) to, .. everywhere. 

1 
e could explore other examples. Sprincring 

nuncdiat J • d er 
. h c Y to mm are the prophets Isaiah Jer-

en11a D • I ' 
I ' . ante , and John the Baptist. Such an 

exp oration I • • d a so tnvttes a consi eration of our own 
plersonal preparation contexts. The biblical exam--
p es teach us th h . . 

r at as muc as we m1ght like to have 
a comrortable f: • 1 • 
h . ' ami 1ar preparation environment 
t a~ ts followed by an equally comfortable service 
setting 't • , h 
G d' ' 1 

JUSt wont appen chat way. That's not 
0 

s pattern. In what ways do you need to change 
your expectations in this regard? -R. L. N. 

• What Do You Think? 
• How can the •deserts• be places of 

preparation for us? 
• Digging Deeper · 

What practices can prepare us to be 

• f or_m_e~ by these desolate experiences? 

Conclusion 
·A. Still Pointing to Jesus 

Speechless for nine months, Zacharias offered . ~ . 
an 1mpress1ve, memorable song in celebration of 
John's birth. Layering phrase after phrase from 
the ancient prophets, he made clear to all that the 
time of fulfillment had arrived. 

We are the beneficiaries of those promises and 
their fulfillment. We have the holy Scriptures so 

that we can know the factual certainty of it all 
(Luke 1:4). As we do, we experience the salva­

tion, mercy, knowledge, and light that God gives 

in Jesus Christ. Our expression of joy and thanks 

ought to be at least as vivid as Zacharias's, if not 
more so. 

B. Prayer 

Great God, we thank You that by Your mercy, 

we have received the fulfillment of Your eternal 

promises in Jesus. Mar. we live in full confidence 

of Your abiding faithfulness. In Jesus' name we 

pray. Amen. 

C. T~ought to Remember 

Reject the darkness; embrace the light. 

• 143 • December 15 
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