A Father's

December 15
Lesson 3 (KJV)

s PfOphecy k.

Devotional Reading: Lyke 1:5-17

Background Scripture: Luke 1:5-23 57-

Luke 1:67-80

snd bis father Zacharias was filled witl,
\ Ghost and prophesied, saying,
he H‘;; {csse d be the Lord God of Israel, for he
68 iredand redeemed his people.
path V:m { hath raised up an horn of salvation
69 in the house of his servant David,
forl(;SAs he spake by the mouth of his holy
Pr:phets’ which have been since the world
begin"[hat we should be saved from our ene-
&l d from the hand of all that hate us,
7) To perform the mercy promised to our
futhers, and to remember his holy covenant,
73 The oath which he sware to our father
Abraham, -
74 That he would grant unto us, that we
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies

might serve him without fear,

80

75 In holiness and righteousness before
him, all the days of our life.

76 And thou, child, shalt be called the
prophet of the Highest. For thou shalt go
before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his
people by the remission of their sins,

78 Through the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the dayspring from on high hath vis-
ited us,

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in

spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his
shewing unto Israel.

ighest. For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to pre-
is people by the remission of their sins. —Luke 1:76-77
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Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner

will be able to:

1. Summarize Zacharias’s prophecy.

2. Explain ways the prophecy could have been
misunderstood in the first century AD.

3, Identify any “wilderness” of preparation the
learner is in and opportunities for growth.

" Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. Present-Day Heralds
B. Lesson Context
I. Prologue (Luke 1:67)
I1. Celebrating God (Luke 1:68-75)
A. For Promises Kept (vv. 68-70)
B. For Results Certain (vv. 71-75)
III. Appointing John (Luke 1:76-78a)
A. His Calling (v. 76)
B. His Task (vv. 77-78a)
IV. Predicting Result (Luke 1:78b-79)
Deadline: Year 20207
V. Epilogue (Luke 1:80)
Your Preparation Context(s)
Conclusion
A. Still Pointing to Jesus
B. Prayer
C. Thought to Remember
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B. Lesson Contex;

The Gospel of Luke was writtep,
by Luke the physician and traveljng .
of the apostle Paul (Colossians 4.] &) Ito paﬁion
ably written during the period of 3 G ’I"fas
in which Paul was imprisoned a¢ Caefae of
23-24). Luke was not an eyewitnesg ¢, t;lea =
of Jesus’ life. Even so, Luke was metjy, <oy
research (Luke 1:1-3). The result js the N Us
ment’s marvelous third Gospel, writ W Tey,

: > WAItTen so ¢y
reader may be convinced of the Certars at h,
book’s contents. One of the individualg thZoO{ the
could have interviewed was Mary, the i ke
Jesus, who would have had personal kﬂOWleder of
much of the events of both the birth of Joh,, geof
of course, Jesus. and,

Luke’s Gospel begins by introducing a p;

: : : Priest
named Zacharias and his wife, Elisabet}, The
couple was considered “righteous before Gog»
and “blameless” regarding obedience to G
commandments (Luke 1:6). At the time of the
introduction in the Gospel, the couple was with-
out children due to their age and Elisabeth’s bar-
renness (1:7).

The fact that Zacharias served as a priest in
the division of Abia (Luke 1:5) is more signifi-
cant than it might seem at first. According to the
first-century Jewish historian Josephus, the priest-
hood of that time was organized into 24 divisions.
That matches the organization noted in 1 Chron-
icles 24:1-19. Every division served in the temple
for roughly two nonconsecutive weeks each year.
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£ suld Co;?xplctc the neces-

p pﬂesm e, including accepting and

he €  ning incense, and leading

S,
’ acharias’s service, a

j,ﬂ“s(l CS: (me 0:;1 G abriel visited him an:}

would have a son (Luke

e m
A 0B Lofd 4
[
P e hat he ded with doubt, ques-

o pim b espo
NGJ"ﬂcdzsch’.”.as r(;:ffhe: angel’s prophecy (1:18),
2 alidicy ed that because of Zachari-

Proda:,m he unable to speak until the
he w:iiﬂ g the birth of the son were ful-

0 192 e rextin roday’s lesson includes a
i 45 the Benedictus. The source

¥ pown
T st kn: rst word of Luke 1:68 in the
of the Bible known as the Vul-
che fourth century AD. Per-

Lnown 0 you as Zacharias’s Song.

|, Prologué

(Luke 1:67)
1o biS father 7acharias was filled with
o 1y Ghosts and Prophesied, saying.
e Hod}i’sbcﬁef of Zacharias when he received the
: esson Context) was replaced

; see
’ o g ?:ss;%zﬁ({ with the Holy Ghost. Luke, the
gith C;Cegms w0 have a special interest in this per-
ﬂl;hjfrf he Trinity; who is mentioned in this Gos-

Jabout the same number of times as the other

bined. In the book of Acts,

three Gospels com
[gkes subsequent wotk, the Holy Ghost is men-
an 40 times. The presence of God’s

tioned more th
Spcic has been @ necessary prerequisite for God’s

ple to serve Him through prophetic ministry
 (eamples: Numbers 11:25-27; Acts 2:17-18).

I, Celebrating God

u ~ (Luke 1:68-75)

. For Promises Kept (V. 68-70)

: ;he Lord God of Israel, for he

deemed his people.

oetic expression of bless-

mploying parallel expres-
iry; his song echoes key

themes of
tures, As (.p fophetic promise from Israel's Scrip-

: 10d had g
15€ that Zachariag wfu”licllkd His surprising prom-
would fulfi] pj ould become a father, so God

B0gs atid el g 1 Crmines fo off

nd psalms of thankseivi b
‘[‘)Pfoclamation of prai a", sgiving often include
l -

salms 72:18; 84:11), ﬁ:f Y
: eM”g"iﬁcat also beg; 7 e of praise, called
Lord (Luke 1:46.47) with her glorifying the

acha 1 ke

Lord’s aCtril::s Ff)'msc.d the Lord because of the
describes how ((1)11;}2:: gc ople. The Old Testament
people for blessi rd had come and visited His
1:6) of bec ng (examples: Genesis 21:1; Ruth
20:5; 32-34; use of their sin (examples: Exodus

_ 1he reason for Hi ‘ ; .
time was so th:tr bi.:sp:;le"rlgia;ld;s Pa;ncu'“
a conclusion also reached b o s
7 eached by the crowd in Luke

:16. As we attempt .
AT Ipt t0 grasp this concept, we can
i iny r}fa izing that when we are introduced
; the pages of the New Testament, two
issues are of utmost importance: who Jesus is in His
flf}s;n:; anﬁ what Jesus did in terms of His mission.
5 Ortband way of saying this is that we are

Thl:gf about the person and work of Christ.

G ﬁur'Gos'pels focus heavily on the first
part o that inquiry,.on establishing and describ-
ing the person of Christ. The four Gospels, how-
e\;e(r:, l:p.cnd almost no time explaining the work
(()1 : rist. We ha’sten to add that by “work,” we

on't mean ]esgs miracles of healing, exorcism,
etc. By “work,” we are referring to the eternal
results of His death, burial, and resurrection.
Thus, we have to wait until Paul’s epistles before
we can fully grasp the “how” of the phrase
redeemed his people.

69. And hath raised up an horn of salvation
for us in the house of his servant David.

The song’s prophetic nature is on display as
it announces the means by which the redemp-
tion arrives. In the Old . Testament, animal
horns were symbols of power (examples: Deu-
teronomy 33:17; Psalm 18:2; 7 echariah 1:18-21).
Through the power of the Lord God, the prom-
ised redemption—2 horn of salvation—would
come, vanquishing enemies and ruling as Mes-
siah (see Psalm 132:17).
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Zacharias rccognizcd ¢
come from one spcciﬁrc li
David. Centuries before g
prozvhct Nathan had stated that the I};Otr;]lc‘;"ousc
establish His kingdom in and througe iy 7
of David (2 Samuel 7:12-16; compar

n
7). This would bring rightcoqsne;ss,.;)fg‘a;;]5‘
salvation (Isaiah 11:1-9; Jeremiah 23:-0;

. ¥
16). About six months after tl:ne bml.l ngZILZrn
descendant of the house of David was inde T
to fulfill the promises; His name was Jesus
1:27-32; 3:23).
70. As he spake by t .
prophets, which have been since t

began. _ :
"gl'his verse reminds readers that God’s plan

was not a new thing; rather, it had been set forth
through his holy prophers of centuries past (exam-
ple: Jeremiah 23:5; compare Acts 3:21; Roman;
1:2; Hebrews 1:1; 1 Peter 1:10-12). The person an

neage: the house of - 4
Zacharias lived, th

he mouth of his holy

he wor

work of Jesus the Messiah validated the predic-

tions of the prophets (Luke 24:25-27). The mes-
sage of the prophets comes to a focal point in the
message of Zacharias’s son, henceforth kf}own as
John the Baptist, who later proclaimed, Be'hold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world” when seeing Jesus (John 1:29).

What Do You Think? ' e
What has been your experience of =
reading or studying the Old Testament -
prophets? i oE

Digging Deeper
What preparation could make your =~
study more beneficial to your spiritual -
development? abie i i

B. For ResultS Certain (vv. 71-75)

71. That we should be saved from our ene-
mies, and from the hand of all that hate us.

The theme of salvation by God’s Messiah is
repeated often in the Gospels. Indeed, that mes-
sage of salvation is their primary message! But
as events would unfold, God’s idea of who their
main enemies were didn't match who the Jewish
leaders and people thought were their enemies,
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This misidentiﬁcatiop distracge ey
(les right up t© the time of Jesug asus .\
1:6). “The Son of God wag I N
might destroy tl;e hwog(s of the ey cs;ed
ot the works of thé Roman Empige ]JOhn ;:‘
What Do You Think? }
What sets biblical teachjy,
mies apart from worldly Wigg Outene
topic? O gy th‘
Digging Deeper ¢
How do your speech ang acti
enemies mark you as a f0||owe Sty
Christ? Fof

72. To petform the mercy pro, .
fathers, and to remember his ll:olymc::ed g,

God’s promise 70 perform. . . me. . vef"‘lt
in passages such as Micah 7:2¢. “Thouwn-ness‘d
form the truth to Jacob, and the k- Wlllh
ham, which thou hast sworn yp i
from the days of old.” Considering the anr ,fathfrs
of the literary technique of paralleljsy, t}?e{“"&
same as remembering his holy covemm’, 3
Psalms 105:8-9; 106:45; Ezekiel 16:60), ]%mplre
verse offers an additional layer to thj; pafalle I

73. The oath which he sware ¢, our f
Abraham. 3

'This oath is described in Genesis 221618,

e “ps it
the same as “his holy covenant” of Luke 17, -
considered. Consider these two time frameg ;slwe
are now looking 2,000 years into the past to g
sider what Zacharias has written, Zacharias b,
self was looking 2,000 years into his own pasg
consider the covenant with our father Abrahan
The centuries have proven God to be trustwordy
and faithful; He keeps His promises to His peo-
plé (Joshua 21:45; Psalm 145:13).

The passage of centuries had not dimmed Zad
arias’s expectations, and neither should they din
ours. As Zacharias could praise the Lord God:0
should we (compare other praise in Luke 1465
2:28-32, 36-38).

74. That he would grant unto us, that ¥
being delivered out of the hand of our enenl
might serve him without fear. "

The oath granted to Abraham extended ©0°

phec!
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charias’ day ("'fali")' Nine mongf,,
e 0 wblc to spcak (Luke 1:20, 64) had
vl’“,g ! (jas time to reflect on the faey that
(b¢ ch:i spcaks’ people should listen rather
at (he m()'llth! - .
7acharias was intensely intereste
(h“A (" ] ‘m serve the Lord (C(?mpare Hebrews
peinB hle gl the underlying Greek word
i [areres 5 also translated “Worslxip" i

9-1433[ f "Zt.flff,ro serve God is to worship Him;
s 7:42; 2God is to serve Him. By the MCSSia}]’s
At“,orship Gods people will be able to do so 4,7z,
]i\'franc.e’h Jut the specter of further defeat of per-
Jet i Wit ing over their heads. The way ity
:ral o haﬂri uoh Jesus death and resurrection__

po its happening—freedom from
hapP A reslii;zfans 8:1[;; Philippians 1:14)—wil|
hly fear ( e As Zacharias speaks, the Israel-
oS, ?car of their enemies: the Roman ovep.
ve mthc JeWiSh leadership (John 9:22 12:42.
; gand eater fear that God will eliminate,
) The fh fear of death (Hebrews 2:15)

e
1, 15 i
oweven holiness and righteousness before

. of our life.

i alldt:;:ie?’spriest, Zacharias knew what i
Asa wve the Lord. All his life, he had been
meant 0 Scbefore God, walking in all the com-
& ghteous and ordinances of the Lord blame-
mar’ldmeliltsl'6)- God desires the same for others,
lcss" (Lll Cea;ls to be set apart from sin; righteoys-
Holiness I:s that the people always do the right
o 18 he eyes of God. The only other place in
thing 10 tTestament where the words translated
E};;llj: ::S» and “righteousness” occur together
is Ephesians 4:24: “[Ye were taught]. thatye p s
on the new man, which after C”iod is crcate(.i in
righteousness and true holiness” (compare Titus
211-14). ;

Zacharias’s expectation was partially fulfilled

W
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How to Say It

U

- Abia- Uh-bye-yuh.

WAL TN Gay-bree-ul.
hus  Jo-see-fus.

ih  Meh-sigh-uh.

- Zack-uh-rye-us.

sacr ; F up spiritual
lﬂlcc’c;. acceptable ¢ God by Jesus Ehrisr.
en we sz) l(‘?hUI‘imﬂrc llmers will come
5Crve ¥ r'. H . P
( Revelation 22:3), tin full holiness in Heaven
What bg v, Think?
OW accurate wq

ness ang righteoy
88ing Deeper

To the extent that t

Completely trye,

bi sness?

his statement is not
what step(s) can you

» 141 =

take to improve this week?

Il Appointing John
(Luke 1:76-78a)
A. His Calling (v. 76)
przgilin:f tl}lloul,-rc_hild, shalt be called the
il the Highest. For thou shal¢ go
€ face of the Lord to Prepare his ways,

Zachariag switches focus to hig (only) child,
]ohn,.and John’s pending role in God’s plan of
sal'vatlon. That role will be to prepare hearts and
minds for the coming of a greater one. John was
to be like a herald, coming in advance of the king
and announcing the king’s arrival so that people
might prepare. John was to be “the voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight” (Luke 3:4, quot-
ing Isaiah 40:3; compare Malachi 3:1). Some 30
years later, John's ministry fulfilled the words of
his father (Matthew 3:11-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke
3:1-18; John 1:19-34).

Implied in this ministry is the kind of prophetic
work Israel knew from earlier times when prophets
like Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah took up
their own prophetic ministries. This child would
become the prophet of the Highest (compare Mark
11:32) as the forerunner of the coming Lord. He
would be like the prophet Elijah (Elias), prepar-
ing the people for the promised salvation (Mflt-
thew 11:14). Such a description is consistent w1t%1
the announcement of the angel regarding John’s
birth, saying that John will “go before [the Lord]
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Elias” (Luke 1:17) as he

L o ower of
in the spirit and p back to the Lord

i el..
curns “the children of Isra

their God” (1:16).

What Do You Think?
To what degree Iso
Matthew 28:16-20)

pigging Deeper |
What challenges do we facein fulfill-

ing our calling? What encouragement
can we take from John's example of

ministry?

ur calling (example:
like John's calling?

B. His Task (vv. 77-784)

77, To give knowledge of salvation unto his
people by the remission of their sins.

The underlying Greek word for remission is
translated elsewhere as “forgiveness” (examples:
Mark 3:29; Acts 5:31; 13:38), and that is the sense
here. John’s ministry included calling for repen-
cance (Matthew 3:2) and “preaching the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3).

The salvation mentioned here would prove to
be more than just political salvation from oppres-
sion; peaple would be offered 2 spiritual, eternal
salvation. The hope and mercy that God’s peo-
ple desired would come from God's redemption
and salvation in Christ (Acts 4:8-12; Romans 8;
Hebrews 9:28; etc.).

78a. Through the tender mercy of our God.

: lass discuss
: es verse
ask learners to take one minute to consider whethgsl

there is any darkness they have not renounced
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The designation of the |
more than 200 times jp, th: r{;i Ouy
abstract concept; He js jp, ible by ¥
fictitious gods of paganis, Nsey by
ized by their tender merey Cannotb s°'1q| \
as fickle. The word tra “Sla;:i[« Ose g:dc ir }\
ing. Ina literal, physica] F endep \ a;:\
bowels or intestines (Acts 1.?§€, it refe:s in[;‘\
emotional sense, this are, olf ). nag ’
ered to be the center or o ia ersop ‘gurar .
the word’s translation a5 “gf? of'c()mp:: Fﬁns-i
thians 7:15; an intense forp, ECtioy> in 2%1
in James 5:11). of the Woy dQQ'iL
"

|

IV Predicting g

(Luke 1:78b.79)

78b-79. Whereby the ¢
high hath visited us, to giv:l)irsll’:ln oy,
sit in darkness and in the shago;t"fth%m:
0t q
fpeQCe| eathih

By contrast, today we speak o
ne's

that center or origin. So, we can 1
arias’s Song reminds us thay Go(sia} 3 &
for sending the Messiah is the 0 " Mot i
own heart. That mercy brings somee [}i of of;
dawning of a new day, to which the;a flg'likg b
on Ib)ighkrefers. Pt
arkness is a common j
those who oppose God (::lxellnnllﬁees-f ?’r atlhe ' |
11; Jeremiah 23:12; John 3:19; 1 C.orsinl}lllimm'
Ephesians 6:12). In this state, deash istinall'S4:5;
(Romans 5:12; 6:23). But God promisee‘ﬂm[?lc ‘
light to those in this state (Isaiah 9:2: I\/;at:tf :
4:16; Acts 26:18). It is Jesus who bring’s lightme;
darkness (John 8:12). A sad and continuing pat
?f the problem, however, is that although I
is come into the world, . . . men loved darknes
rather than light, because their deeds were il

(John 3:19).

Deadline: Year 2020?

Back in the year 2010, a former Ministerd
Defence in Canada revealed his skeptical vie¥ i
humanity’s future in his book Light 4t the En
the Tunnel, He asserted that the year 200 % bt
deadline for ending dependence on fossil
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. forms of energy alreadz existed, he b
7{ y E,(ot:‘a sshadow government” controlled ::ia:‘Pl‘!Y from that of the city to the desert (Gala-
d‘c.m ,bv One of the writer's imperatives was \;/ 1718 0. .. everywhere
i €
W7 geret e must find ways to work together immcdcou“ explore other examples. Springing

iately to mind are the prophets Isaiah, Jer-

PP o good Dani
aniel, and John the Baptist. Such an

(h’thc corﬂ“"’r'i‘dgn g (éccobcr 2023), the dire pre- emiah,

s W ] « . €x i invi ¢
fﬂrﬁsof thiS  pot come {0 pass, claimed “right pe‘r)sz:]atllon also invites a consideration of our own
] b a { Pl

s B been verified, and workin 0 Preparation contexts. The biblical exam-
dlcw ; have e ommon goo d is as much of 4 5 $ teach us that as much as we might like to have
4 (thef 0 tit ever was. thcowf?rtable’ familiar preparation environment

. a

t?g e ";:; i Zacharias announced by settti ;s o.llowed by an equally comfortable service
| i o Spe « g it j 4
4 1w ﬂ‘s i very dissimilar “was/ now / will g, d,sgl;atti‘:;t IWon }: happen that way. That's not
e Holy-kf chatof the writer above, the elements your exPectat.' g doyou need to change

» ol v of Zacharias lined up perfectly, tons in this regard? ~ —R. L. N,

b:'(he pfOPears Of histo[y haVC proven. Those

0 % ) - What Do You Thint
s B 1 v by their oWn insight aren’t always h:; Do You '":"\k?
ho Pmid o be correct; those who prophesy by prev; car;.the deserts" be places of
te I sk K aration for us?
re always right, to the far- et
e e efar | pigging Deeper -

Euod’s e'rﬂ["’ce of the future. How will you pre-

an : ] i
st Jist - o e bne hacdos skeptic? o hat practices can prepare us to be
i Jourse “RLN : OrmAed by these desolate experiences?

AP0 Conclusion
..(Luke s A. 8till Pointing to Jesus
: Speechless for nine months, Zacharias offered

hild grew; and waxed strongin  an impressi ; :
80. And dle": : p npressive, memorable song in celebration of
and was in the deserts till the day of his  John’s birth. Layering phrase after phrase from

spiriy :

sll: ! unto Israel. ok the ancient prophets, he made clear to all that the
This verse rakes us out of Zacharias’s Song and time of fulfillment had arrived.

qummarizes John’s formative years. Luke’s Gos- We are the beneficiaries of those promises and

el provides parallel statements about Jesus (Luke  their fulfillment. We have the holy Scriptures so
240, 5). Becoming strong in spirit may refer  that we can know the factual certainty of it all

ither to John’s determined willingness to con- (Luke 1:4). As we do, we experience the salva-
fom to God's will, or it may describe the pres-  tion, mercy, knowledge, and light that God gives
enceof the Holy Spirit in his life. in Jesus Christ. Our expression of joy and thanks
; bed * ought to be at least as vivid as Zachariass, if not

our Preparation Context(s) foldid e

The contrast between what we might call the :

. “preparation contexts” of Joseph and Moses is fas- B. Prayer

. dnating: Joseph was prepared in a desert to serve Great God, we thank You that by Your mercy,

 inapalace (Genesis 37:1-22; 41:39-40); Moses was we have received the fulfillment of Your eternal

in to serve in a desert (Exodus  promises in Jesus. May, we live in full confidence
on contexts are equally  of Your abiding faithfulness. In Jesus’ name we
aul, for example, was  pray. Amen. |

(Acts 22:3;
rsecutor became C. Thought to Remember

ontext changed Reject the darkness; embrace the light.
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